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BitES
Brooklyn

By MARINA KAY
 
Did you know that Brooklyn was once the brewery 

capital of the world? Back in the 19th-century, it produced 
enough liquid gold to satiate a large portion of America’s 
population. But Prohibition and a hop blight stunted further 
success, so it wasn’t until the turn of the millennium that 
the borough resurrected its brewing scene, which—luckily 
for us—coincided with an influx of terrific new restaurants. 
These days, there’s no shortage of great places to eat 
and drink in this burgeoning borough, roughly four times 
the size of Manhattan with twice the population. Beloved 
for its industrial aesthetic and rustic charm, Brooklyn is 
diverse. To make planning easier, we’ve listed our top five 
neighbourhoods along with their must-visit dining spots.  
 
WiLLiAMSBURG

Just one subway stop away from Manhattan, across 
the East River, Williamsburg is Brooklyn’s most revitalized 
postindustrial neighbourhood. A stroll along Bedford Avenue, 
the main shopping thoroughfare, mixes big brands, small 
boutiques, bookstores, and eateries serving everything from 
meatballs to ramen to fried pickles and finger-lickin’-good 
wings (seek out DuMont Burger). 

For great coffee, try Blue Bottle Roasters on Berry Street 
or Toby’s Estate on North 6th. Saturdays are reserved 
for Smorgasburg, the beloved open-air food market that 
bustles by the water. Culinary temples and top chefs have 
taken to Williamsburg too, from Michelin-starred Aska to 
Wylie Dufresne’s Du’s Donuts—the spot to try a Pumpkin 
Spice Latte Cruller— located on the ground level of the sky-
high William Vale Hotel. The hotel’s 22nd-floor harbours 
Westlight, a bar with wraparound New York City views. And 
downstairs, Leuca is a sleek Southern Italian restaurant that 
serves wood-fired pizzas, fish, and veggies such as grilled 
cabbage Caesar, as well as house-made pastas. Also check 
out Mister Dips, a burger and “dairy dips” counter housed in 
a 1974 retrofitted Airstream in Vale Park.

Lager lovers: Nearby, 20-year-old Brooklyn Brewery 
packs a weekend crowd thirsty for local drafts and 
Brewmaster’s Reserves. Free brewery tours run on 
Saturdays and Sundays.  

FOOD

Mister Dips Airstream. Photo: Noah Fecks

Mister Dips burgers and chips. Photo: Noah Fecks

Cocktail hour at Sauvage. Photo: Linda Xiao



77FIJITIME 

GREEnPOint
A short stroll along Franklin Street leads 

to Greenpoint Beer & Ale Co., another 
independent brewhouse that honours the 
borough’s Irish and German roots. Adjacent is 
the Aussie-inspired restaurant-bar Northern 
Territory whose rooftop space overlooks a 
skyline pierced by the Empire State Building. 
Head over for local beers and liquors to pair 
with ‘lamb lollies,’ halloumi skewers, and 
chips. 

Manhattan Avenue is where you’ll find 
Polish delis, Peter Pan Donuts (you won’t find 
better old-school donuts anywhere else), and 
Sauvage, a lovely bistro with sidewalk seating 
facing leafy McCarren Park. Inside, the design 
will transport you to France—imagine delicate 
hand-blown-glass chandeliers, banquette 
seating, brass detailing, and an undulating 
French walnut bar serving innovative house 
cocktails like the Pastis Cobbler with Argala 
Pastis, cherry, quinquina, and chamomile. On 
Greenpoint Avenue, steps from the East River, 
is 21 Greenpoint—a bar/bistro co-owned by 
actor Bill Murray’s son Homer. 
 
DUMBO

Downtown Manhattan views are best 
seen from DUMBO, which sits between the 
Brooklyn and Manhattan bridges (DUMBO 
stands for Down Under the Manhattan 
Bridge Overpass). Here, tech companies and 
startups have founded their headquarters 
in reclaimed industrial warehouses; an 
1860s coffee factory is now Empire Stores, 
a collection of shops including FEED Cafe & 
Shop, Cecconi’s restaurant by Soho House, 
and VHH Foods by Vinegar Hill House, a 
glass-enclosed eatery that serves everything 
from avocado toasts to tacos. The food is as 
good as its DUMBO waterfront view. Oh, and 
they serve pastries too.

You need only walk a few minutes from 
here to reach Gran Electrica, a restaurant 
located in a gorgeous townhouse. Its menu 
is rooted in authentic Mexican cooking; you 
can expect specialties such as daily made 
hand-pressed heirloom corn tortillas that are 
stuffed with lengua, cilantro, onion and radish; 
marinated day boat scallops for aguachile; and 
churros for dessert.  The mezcal cocktails 
are excellent—try the Oaxacan Old Fashioned 
with mezcal, mole bitters, and agave. A quaint 
courtyard strung with ivy and fairy lights is 
especially popular for relaxing over drinks 
with salsa and chips at sunset.

 Around the corner, the line at nearby 
Grimaldi’s Pizza is always a long one. Those 
who can’t wait all day for a pie (they don’t 
sell by the slice) go next door, to Juliana’s 
Pizza, owned by –you’d never guess— Patsy 
Grimaldi, the onetime proprietor of his 
namesake pizza shop. He sold it to a customer 
years ago.  

PARK SLOPE
The family vibe of Park Slope lends itself 

to a more relaxed dining scene. Fifth Avenue 
clusters great dining like excellent Al di La 
Trattoria for rustic Italian fare (it’s easier to 
snag a table at lunch). There’s also Convivium 
Osteria. And don’t forget Stone Park Café—a 
Sunday brunch staple. Café Grumpy on 
7th Avenue is just a 10-minute stroll from 
Prospect Park, currently celebrating its 150th 
anniversary. 

RED HOOK
Sleepy Red Hook, a far-reaching 

neighbourhood renowned for its seafaring 
history, feels largely unscathed, perhaps 
because it lacks a subway service (get here 
by bus, cab, or Uber). A stroll along Van Brunt 
Street will lead you to Baked, a lovely coffee 

shop known for its chocolate chunk cookies, 
sweet and salty cakes (chocolate cake with 
caramel), and gluten-free chocolate cloud 
cookies made with an ”insane amount of 
chocolate,” owner Matt Lewis says. 

In the blocks parallel, seek out Red Hook 
Winery, created by Mark Snyder in 2008, 
who uses North Fork of Long Island and 
Finger Lakes grapes to champion local 
wine. Around the corner is Cacao Prieto. 
Reserve a Saturday or Sunday to tour its 
chocolate factory—the visit includes a gin 
flight at adjoining Widow Jane distillery. Also 
on Conover Street: Sunny’s Bar, once a 
longshoreman’s bar, now a cozy saloon. 

On the peninsula’s point sits Fairway 
supermarket—packed with all sorts of 
gourmet goods—topped by multi-million dollar 
lofts. Peaceful and pristine, the building’s 
views are one of a kind, overlooking the grand 
dame herself: Statue of Liberty. Grab a coffee 
and a sweet treat from Baked, park yourself 
on a bench, and watch the sun set over one of 
the most beautiful skyline views to grace the 
Atlantic.

Fiji Airways flies daily to Los Angeles from Nadi 
and codeshares to New York with American 
Airlines

 

Interior of 21 Greenpoint. Photo: Mackenzie Smith Dessert at Leuca. Photo: Noah Fecks

Pizza at Leuca. Photo: Noah Fecks


