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A WINTRY 
ESCAPE
3 Perfect Days in New York
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By Marina Kay

Globe trotters will tell you: any season is a 
good reason to visit new york. But especially 
winter, when the snow-covered city becomes 
a wonderland of ice-skating rinks, holiday 
windows, and cosy cafes whipping up hot 
chocolate. 

So dig out your coat, gloves, and boots—
here’s how to make the most of three cold days 
in Manhattan.

DAY ONE
Having flown in the night before means 

you’ll wake up bright-eyed and ready to hit 
the streets running. your base, Tribeca’s new 
roxy Hotel (roxyhotelnyc.com), offers spacious 
rooms that come not only with downtown 
views but also turntables with stacks of vinyl.
Enjoy eating breakfast in the atrium lobby—or 
in bed, listening to Bowie—before heading to 
42nd Street. The subway is just steps away.

Times Square: The Crossroads of the 
World, the neon-lit heart of the city, where 
billboards dazzle 24/7. Look around—there’s 
The Hershey’s Store, carts selling famous 
nyC hot dogs, the Theatre District, SpongeBob 
and Spiderman, and the Ed Sullivan Theatre, 
home to The Stephen Colbert Show. Tickets to 
the comedian’s TV show aren’t hard to come 
by (they’re free; reserve a few days prior on 
1iota.com), but you’ll need to account for your 
seat by noon and return at 3:30pm for taping. 
Meanwhile, Broadway fans can take your pick 
of shows, from Chicago to Wicked to The Color 
Purple. Pop by the TKTS booth at 47th Street 
(tdf.org) for discounted tickets to select same-
day matinees and evening performances. Oh, 
and nyC Broadway Week takes place from Jan 
17 to Feb 5—tickets on sale Jan 5—meaning 
you can see some of the best shows with 
2-for-1 tickets (nycgo.com/broadwayweek).

Whatever you do, you’ll likely feel peckish, 
and popular Carmine’s (carminesnyc.com) 
delivers family-sized portions of italian dishes. 
Think shrimp scampi, penne a la vodka, 
rigatoni with sausage, and for dessert—
tiramisu. another favourite spot is Ellen’s 
Stardust Diner (ellensstardustdiner.com), 
where a wait in line ultimately snags you a 
table with a “singing server.” 

Cap off the evening at the Empire State 
Building (esbnyc.com; or via new york 
CityPaSS: citypass.com), part of an iconic 
skyline that has appeared in countless movies 
and TV shows. Opt to climb beyond the 86th 
floor—to the 102nd—to linger longer over the 
city lights. Both observation decks close at 
2am

SoHo in lower Manhattan under snow. Photo by ©NYC & CoMPaNY/JoeBuglewiCz
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DAY TWO
That third-wave coffee movement sweeping 

the world shows no signs of abating, especially 
at La Colombe (lacolombe.com), where a hip 
crowd comes for small-batch espresso. an 
almond croissant—brought in by Francois 
Payard (fpbnyc.com)—pairs perfectly well, 
but so does a cronut® from Dominique ansel 
Bakery (dominiqueansel.com). This popular 
flaky pastry—imagine a flavoured donut/
croissant—is produced in limited quantities 
daily, so get there early!

Winter not only amps up appetites, but 
also thins out crowds. Well, that’s how it 
goes in new york, where you can spend a 
leisurely afternoon at both the Guggenheim 
(guggenheim.org; citypass.com) and 
the nearby Metropolitan Museum of art 
(metmuseum.com), two landmarks whose 
architecture is as pleasing as the artworks 
they house. Pay a visit to the museums’ shops 
for quirky and one-of-a-kind souvenirs.

Pop by Papaya King (papayaking.com) on 
86th Street for the original combo—two franks 
with sauerkraut, onions, and relish—enroute 
to 59th Street and Fifth avenue, which, at the 
time of press, was a hive of activity because 
of Trump Tower, home to the President elect 
Donald Trump. Skirt the hubbub and window 
shop at Hendri Bendel, Tiffany&Co, and Cartier 
before hitting the ice-skating rink at rockefeller 
Center (therinkatrockcenter.com) for a few 
rounds of figure eights. afterwards, thaw out 
at Jacques Torres’s café (mrchocolate.com), 
where the Wicked Hot Chocolate comes spiked 
with chili and whipped cream.

Back at the hotel, roxy Upstairs is great 
for craft cocktails and elevated american 
classics—lobster mac and cheese; ny strip 
steak; the beef burger. Just don’t expect to turn 
in early, because the adjoining performance 
space hosts live bands until late. Legendary 
CBGB may be gone, but new york’s rock ‘n’ 
roll scene is not dead.

CronutJacques Torres hot chocolate
Photos by ViNCeNT loNg

 Dessert rack at Ferara an italian patisserie

Roxy Hotel Bar & Dining. 

Roxy Hotel. 
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DAY THREE
if you’re up for it, a brisk morning walk 

over the Brooklyn Bridge shouldn’t take 
more than 45 minutes. Press on for another 
10, and you’ll be rewarded with a cup 
of steaming coffee at Brooklyn roasting 
Company (brooklynroasting.com). Housed in a 
warehouse by the icy East river, the sprawling 
café roasts beans from Sumatra, rwanda, 
Colombia, indonesia—you name it. 

This Brooklyn neighbourhood, called 
DUMBO—which stands for Down Under 
the Manhattan Bridge Overpass—is packed 
with start-ups, boutiques, and design stores 
(bibliophiles will love P.S. Bookshop and 
powerHouse arena). Depending on the 
time, you may choose to wander; otherwise 
catch the subway back to Chambers Street, 
where Zucker’s makes a perfect lunch of 
smoked salmon, capers, and cream cheese 
layered on a hand-rolled, kettle-boiled bagel 
(zuckersbagels.com). 

you’ll feel a renewed energy stirring around 
this part of Manhattan, due to the businesses, 
shopping centres, and condominiums 
now surrounding The national September 
11 Memorial. Beneath the monument’s 
twin reflecting pools is the 9/11 Memorial 
Museum (911memorial.org; citypass.com), a 
subterranean gallery that pays tribute to those 
loved and lost through artifacts, photos, news 
clips, and intimate stories told over audio. it’s a 
thorough and moving display.

Brooklyn Bridge. Photo by ©NYC & CoMPaNY/JulieNNeSCHaeR
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also by the memorial complex is One World 
Trade Center, the western hemisphere’s tallest 
building, whose elevator takes just 47 seconds 
to reach the observation deck on the 102nd 
level (oneworldobservatory.com). Looking 
through the floor-to-ceiling windows, you feel 
as if you could touch all five boroughs, so vivid 
is the 360-degree view. reserve an advance 
ticket timed at least 30 minutes before sunset.

Exit down and out through the massive 
Oculus—new york’s new USD$4 billion train 
station designed to resemble a winged dove—
and follow the signs to Eataly (eataly.com), a 
brand-new italian market commanding an 
entire floor in 4 World Trade Center. The food 
emporium, co-owned by local celebrity chef 
Mario Batali, packs pizza, panini, and gelato 
counters; rows of fresh cheese and foodstuffs; 
various restaurants; even wine tasting 
classes. Take your time sipping, nibbling, and 
exploring.

and, if your suitcase can stomach it, head 
to Century 21 (c21stores.com), a department 
store renowned for selling designer labels at 
deeply discounted prices. it’s literally a two-
minute walk away. What—you’ve run out of 
time? Well… there’s always next winter.

Fiji airways flies to la daily and codeshares 
with american airlines to New York.

world Trade Tower. Photo by ViNCeNT loNg 


