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FAR-FLUNG Frolics

We’ve rounded up 17 remote destinations worth 
going the distance, whether for an unplugged 
adventure, a relaxing escape, or an otherworldly 
immersion in the grandest of all settings—Nature.

By MARINA KAY

1. UDAIPUR, INDIA  
Although this list runs in no particular order, 
Udaipur is a most ethereal place thanks in large 
part to Taj Lake Palace hotel. The palatial gem, 
built in 1746 by Maharana Jagat Singh II, appears 
to float on Lake Pichola. Accessible by boat and 
open to staying guests only, the pleasure palace 
enchants from the moment you step onto the 
private jetty, where a cascade of pink rose petals 
welcomes your arrival. 
taj.tajhotels.com 
 
2. LOS PADRES NATIONAL FOREST, 
CALIFORNIA  
On the other side of the world, deep in Los Padres 
National Forest, is Tassajara Zen Mountain Centre, 
home to hot springs, workshops (we’re excited 
about author Pico Iyer’s “Facing the Flames,” June 
9-12, 2017), and the first Zen monastery outside 
of Asia. From Monterey or San Francisco, the 
two-hour-plus drive meanders through dusty 
undulating mountains before retreating into 
serenity. 
sfzc.org/tassajara 
 
3. ANJI, CHINA  
One of eastern China’s largest and last remaining 
bamboo forests, Anji Grand National Bamboo 
Forest, Da Zhu Hai, was the backdrop for the 
Oscar-winning movie Crouching Tiger, Hidden 
Dragon. Despite its brush with fame, the area 
remains relatively hidden. But you can escape to 
Alila Anji hotel, whose panoramic views overlook 
the surrounding mountains, pristine lake, and tea 
plantations. Shanghai’s skyscrapers are just three 
hours away. 
alilahotels.com 
 
4. BEL-AIR, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA  
Hotel Bel-Air is a rare find, tucked in a tony 
neighbourhood within a mile of its better-known 
neighbour, Beverly Hills. Set amid lush gardens, 
the storybook setting of winding walking paths, 
grottos, and beloved Swan Lake has made it a 
legendary hideaway for generations of guests, 
especially movie stars. 
dorchestercollection.com 

ViSiT

Taj Lake Palace, Udaipur. Photo: GUY HERVAIS

 Mt. Engadine Yurt. Photo: SEBASTIAN BUZZALINO
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5. BAY OF ISLANDS, LAU 
Yes, everyone knows New Zealand and its famous 
Bay of Islands, but Fiji hosts a lesser-known so-
called chain in the northwest Lauan archipelago—
making it the king of all hideaways. There’s no 
public transport here, no restaurants either, just 
two guesthouses on Vanua Balavu and Lakeba 
islands and a luxurious resort on Vatuvara—an 
islet situated in the northern part of the group. 
Imagine spending your days diving unspoiled reefs 
and hiking wild terrain in search of waterfalls 
before calling it a night with traditional meke, 
kava,and lovo. To get here, take a seaplane, or 
sail on a limited-edition Captain Cook ‘Discovery’ 
cruise, which makes the faraway journey just 
three times a year. 
captaincook.com.fj

6. GREAT BARRIER REEF, QUEENSLAND  
Australia’s Great Barrier Reef is experiencing 
major coral bleaching—that’s no secret. To amp 
up awareness, One&Only Hayman Island, located 
on the northern reaches of the Whitsundays, 
offers guided nature tours. Guests snorkel at 
Blue Pearl Bay, hike, and explore the island while 
gaining insights into the importance of protecting 
this Natural Wonder of the World. 
oneandonlyresorts.com 
 
7. VAVA’U, TONGA  
Between July and October, Vava’u turns into a 
tropical nursery; its waters play host to the annual 
migration of pilot whales, humpbacks, and their 
newborn calves. Tongan Expeditions’ Dive and 
Whale Swim tours come close to the spectacle. 
You might get lucky and see a breaching (a whale 
flinging itself out of the water and into the air). 
tonganexpeditions.com 
 
8. APIA, SAMOA  
First things first: To Sua Ocean Trench is one of 
the most pinned Pinterest posts. With that said, 
it’s best to see—and photograph—the swimming 
hole in person. Get there by flying to Apia, then 
boarding the Saleapaga/Lepa bus (daredevils rent 
motorbikes), before hopping off by Lotofoga. After 
a frolic in those turquoise waters, retreat to your 
own traditional beach hut. We recommend nearby 
Taufua or Faofao Beach Fales. 
samoa.travel 
 
9. KANANASKIS COUNTRY, ROCKY MOUNTAINS, 
CANADA  
The only thing more thrilling than visiting the Rocky 
Mountains is camping in them. Mount Engadine 
Lodge, a scenic two-hour drive away from 
Calgary, offers guests exclusive use of its yurt. 
Ringed by the Rockies, the stylish circular tent 
caters to parties of four. And this is the year to 
visit: Canada is celebrating the 150th anniversary 
of its confederation. 
mountengadine.com

Los Padres Forest Tassajara Zen Retreat Monk on Egawa 
outside of Zendo. Photo: HAMISH JOHN APPLEBY

Pearl Journey at Amanpulo. Photo: AMAN

To Sua Trench in Samoa has been labelled one of the world’s 
most surreal places to visit. Photo: ALLAN STEPHEN
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10. RATUA, VANUATU  
Stay in a safari tent on the southeastern part of 
Ratua, a private island complete with jungle and 
white-powder beach. Think of it as “glamping,” 
Vanuatu style. 
ratua.com 
 
11. LAKE PUKAKI, NEW ZEALAND  
Lakestone Lodge blends so masterfully into the 
surroundings that it gives new life to the saying 
“at one with nature.” Opened in 2016, the six-
bedroom idyll is exclusively positioned on the 
south shore of Lake Pukaki. By day, views of 
Aoraki Mount Cook steal the show. But at night, it’s 
all about stargazing and spotting constellations. 
lakestonelodge.co.nz 
 
12. WANOSATO, JAPAN  
It’s amazing how dramatically the landscape 
shifts across Japan. Try this: board a bullet train 
from Tokyo bound for the Alps, and watch how 
closely the scene simulates an Akira Kurosawa 
film reel. Tucked in the Hida Mountains, the old 
alpine merchant town of Takayama encourages 
you to slow down and enjoy life’s pleasures. 
Slurp soba noodles, hike in the countryside, and 
sip sake made with fresh mountain water. Stay 
in a traditional ryokan such as Wanosato, which 
can be booked via the recently launched Ryokan 
Collection. 
ryokancollection.com 
 
13. PAMALICAN ISLAND, PHILIPPINES  
In the Cuyo Archipelago resides Amanpulo, part 
of the renowned Aman brand. After jetting in 
on a private seaplane from Manila, take refuge 
on the six-kilometre beach backed by tropical 
wilderness. Given its remoteness, the eco-minded 
resort treads lightly, with power generators, a 
desalination plant, and an organic garden.
 aman.com/resorts/amanpulo 

One&Only Hayman Island Aquazure Pool. Photo: BARBARA KRAFT

Visit Vava’u in Tonga to swim with whales. Photo: ROB DUNTON

 Bay of islands, Lau.
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Teepee at El Cosmico, Marfa. Photo: NICK SIMONITE

Alila Anji - Taichi by the lake Photo: ALILA HOTELS AND RESORTS

 Lakestone Lodge Lake Pukaki.

14. ADELAIDE HILLS, SOUTH AUSTRALIA  
Those who have heard of wildly successful 
skincare company Jurlique may not know that it 
cultivates a working farm in the Adelaide Hills. 
Deemed certified biodynamic, the farm is where 
Jurlique plants, tends, harvests, and extracts its 
own botanical ingredients. The busiest time to visit 
is between October and December, when many 
herbs and flowers are in bloom, but farm tours 
run year-round. If you go, consider bookending 
the road trip with stops in the Barossa Valley 
(wine country), and Adelaide, which is 40 minutes 
away by car. 
jurlique.com  
 
15. MARFA, TEXAS  
Located in the middle of nowhere in an upper 
corner of the vast Chihuahuan Desert, about a 
6-hour drive from Austin and 57 miles north of 
the Mexican border, Marfa is the famous art town 
you’ve never heard of. Influenced by minimalist 
artist Donald Judd since the 1970s, its frontier 
spirit attracts desert pilgrims, drawn to creative 
workshops and the annual Trans-Pecos Festival 
of Music + Love (held in September). Intrepid 
travellers stay at El Cosmico, an 18-acre trailer, 
tent and teepee hotel and campground. 
elcosmico.com 
 
16. FUNAFUTI, TUVALU  
To venture way off the beaten track, try Funafuti, 
the rarely visited capital of a tiny island nation 
called Tuvalu. Some come here to see dolphins, 
manta rays, seabirds, and green turtles; others, 
to live on island time. Stay at the family-run Esfam 
Lodge, which receives rave reviews. 
esfamlodge.com 
 
17. THE KIMBERLEY, WESTERN AUSTRALIA  
The Kimberley is one of the sparsest, most 
secluded places on earth, and Berkeley River 
Lodge is where travellers retreat, seeking comfort 
in isolation. Enough said. 
berkeleyriverlodge.com.au  

Windjana Gorge, Gibb River, Kimberley, Western Australia. Photo: METSCHURAT


