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LOS ANGELES had its place in 
the sun all sorted. Hollywood 
Boulevard. Rodeo Drive. 
Universal Studios. A visit to Los 
Angeles centred on star spotting, 
shopping and thrillseeking.  
,W�ZDV�ÁDVK\�DQG�LW�ZDV� 
fun. If you wanted culture,  
you went to New York, right?

Not any more. The City  
of Angels has undergone  
a remarkable transformation.  
Though it’s still largely known 
IRU�SURGXFLQJ�EORFNEXVWHU�ÀOPV�� 
it now houses one of the biggest 
creative communities in the 
world and is considered an 
epicentre of contemporary art.

The art boom is made even 
more exciting by the September 
20 opening of the highly 
anticipated museum The Broad. 
Philanthropists Eli and Edythe 
Broad have endowed more  
than US$200 million to the 
museum, which is across the 
road from MoCA (Museum of 
Contemporary Art), the Colburn 
School of performance art and 
the Walt Disney Concert Hall.

The museum, which will 
have more than 2000 post-World 
War II and contemporary pieces 
in its collection, has elevated 
Grand Avenue to the most 
architecturally pleasing street  
in Los Angeles and cemented 
Downtown’s status as the city’s 
cultural centre. 

So join us as we take you  
on an arts tour of LA...

There’s more to Los Angeles 
than Hollywood moments  
and tourist-packed theme 
parks. To coincide with  
the opening of The Broad 
museum this month,  
Marina Chetner presents  
the city’s cultural highlights. 

Hammer Museum

 hammer.ucla.edu 

THE UCLA-managed Hammer 
Museum is situated in the 
commercial stretch of Wilshire 
Boulevard but step inside its 
white, high-ceilinged lobby and 
you will feel miles away from 
the mayhem.

A marble staircase leads  
to an open-air courtyard 
surrounded by two levels of 
galleries featuring the late oil 
tycoon Armand Hammer’s 
personal-turned-permanent 
collection. There are Van  
Goghs, Renoirs, Rembrandts 
and Gustave Moreau’s stand-out  
Old Master painting, Salome 

Dancing Before Herod.
Pop by on Saturdays at 1pm 

when student educators lead 
free exhibition tours. Their 
conversational approach helps 
visitors see exhibits such  
as Mark Bradford’s Scorched  

Earth (ends September 27) –  
a painted examination of  
the 1992 riots, homophobia, 
racism and the AIDS crisis – 
with greater understanding.

And take time out at the 
museum’s lesser-known Franklin 
D. Murphy Sculpture Garden,  
a 10-minute drive away. More 
than 70 brilliant sculptures, 
including surrealist Joan Miró’s 
Mere Ubu and David Smith’s 
Cubi XX (left), are set over two 
hectares at the north end of the 
UCLA campus. On the weekend, 
you’ll practically have the place 
to yourself.

Admission to the sculpture 
garden and gallery is free.

PH OTO GR A PH Y BY 

PEG GY WO N G
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The Broad

 thebroad.org

“ELI Broad has been saying for 
far longer than a decade that Los 
Angeles is one of the four great 
art capitals of the world, along 
with New York, Paris and 
London,” says Joanne Heyler, 
founding director of The Broad. 

On September 20, Eli and his 
wife, Edythe, are sharing their 
personal art collection – some 
four decades in the making –  
with an inaugural installation 
featuring works by the leading 
lights of modern art, including 
painter Jasper Johns, pop artists 
Andy Warhol and Ed Ruscha, 
photographer Cindy Sherman 

DQG�-HŲ�.RRQV��ZKR·V�UHQRZQHG�
for his playful sculptures.
,W·V�QRW�MXVW�WKH�DUWZRUN�WKDW�

makes this new museum so 
exciting. Design studio Diller 
6FRÀGLR���5HQIUR�NQHZ�WKDW� 
the museum had to complement, 
rather than compete with, the 
sinuous stainless steel lines of 
the neighbouring Walt Disney 
Concert Hall. And that it does:  
D�YHLO�PDGH�RI�ÀEUHJODVV�
reinforced concrete wraps 
around the US$140 million 
HGLÀFH��EHORZ���LWV�XSWXUQHG�
corners herald the north and 
VRXWK�HQWUDQFHV��VN\OLJKWV�ÀOO� 

the interior galleries with natural 
OLJKW��DQG�PRYHDEOH�ZDOOV�DOORZ�
versatility in staging exhibitions.
<RX·OO�DOVR�EH�DEOH�WR�JOLPSVH�

works in the storage facility, 
located at the core of the 
�������VTXDUH�PHWUH�VSDFH��́ $V�
a collection that grows steadily 
and dynamically, adding 50 or 
PRUH�DFTXLVLWLRQV�SHU�\HDU��ZH�
will never be a static treasure 
house,” says Heyler.

Astonishingly, general 
admission is free.
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LACMA

 lacma.org

SOMETIMES, art installations come to shape 
a city. It’s hard to imagine the entrance  
of the Los Angeles County Museum of Art  
now without Chris Burden’s extraordinary 
Urban Light (right), which features 202 
restored streetlights that illuminate Wilshire 
Boulevard each night and act as a magnet  
for photographers. The artwork, installed  
in 2008, has become a landmark.

Anchoring the plaza directly behind 
LACMA is another photogenic sculpture, 
Michael Heizer’s Levitated Mass. The 
����WRQQH�ERXOGHU�OLWHUDOO\�VWRSSHG�WUDűF�
when it arrived from a Riverside County 
quarry aboard a custom-built trailer in 2012.

While the older galleries of this museum 
display strong collections of Asian, Islamic 
and Latin American art, the eye is instantly 
drawn west, to the newer red-on-white, 
sawtooth-topped Resnick Pavilion (below), 
where Breathing Light – one of James Turrell’s 
“Ganzfeld” pieces – is being exhibited. 

“It’s an installation designed to entirely 
eliminate the viewer’s depth perception,” 
explains Miranda Carroll from LACMA. “Just 
imagine being immersed in an environment 
of changing colourful light.” Due to its limited 
capacity, you’ll need to sign up on the iPad at 
WKH�WLFNHW�GHVN�DQG�KHDG�RYHU�RQFH�QRWLÀHG�
via text message. 

After viewing the Frank Gehry 
retrospective (September 13-March 20, 
2016), foodies will appreciate the retro-chic 
Ray’s & Stark Bar, where executive chef  
Viet Pham is plating dishes inspired by  
the structured, geometric designs of the 
Canadian-born, Los Angeles-based architect.

General admission to the museum is free 
on the second Tuesday of every month.

R E G E N  P R O J E C T S 
 regenprojects.com

Since opening 26 years ago, 
Regen Projects has presented 
singular and groundbreaking 
exhibitions by some of the  
most important contemporary 
artists working today, including 
punk poster and cover designer 
Raymond Pettibon, photographer 
Catherine Opie and Matthew 
Barney, whose Water Castings: 
Fourteen Pieces exhibition will 
show here from September 11  
to October 24.

Installing Matthew 
Barney’s work at 

Regen Projects

L A X
Qantas flies to Los Angeles 
from Brisbane, Melbourne 

and Sydney with 
connections from other 

capital cities. qantas.com

F L I G H T  P A T H
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sculptures, the largest of which 
ZHLJKV�PRUH�WKDQ�ÀYH�WRQQHV�

In 1986, MoCA Grand  
$YHQXH��DERYH��RSHQHG��
Japanese architect Arata 
Isozaki’s postmodern design  
LQ�UHG�VDQGVWRQH�FHOHEUDWHV� 
the Yin and the Yang;  
D�VXEWHUUDQHDQ�FRXUW\DUG� 
leads to galleries crowned  
E\�S\UDPLGDO�DQG�VDZWRRWK�
VN\OLJKWV�WKDW�ÀOWHU�LQ�WKH�OLJKW��
0R&$�*UDQG�$YHQXH��LQ� 

LWV�HQWLUHW\��LV�QRZ�GHGLFDWHG� 
to highlighting iconic works 
alongside lesser-known  
material drawn from the 
museum’s esteemed 7000- 
piece, post-1945 collection, 
ZKLFK�LQFOXGHV�ZRUNV�E\�0DUN�
5RWKNR�DQG�-DFNVRQ�3ROORFN�

At MoCA’s third location  
RQ�0HOURVH�$YHQXH��WKH�3DFLÀF�
Design Center features rotating 
H[KLELWLRQV�RI�DUFKLWHFWXUH� 
DQG�GHVLJQ��$GPLVVLRQ�LV�IUHH� 
ZKLOH�0R&$�*UDQG�$YHQXH� 
DQG�7KH�*HŲHQ�&RQWHPSRUDU\�
DUH�IUHH�RQ�7KXUVGD\V�IURP� 
�SP�WR��SP�

MoCA

 moca.org

BACK in the ’70s, Los Angeles 
was one of the few major 
American cities without  
D�FRQWHPSRUDU\�DUW�PXVHXP��
Philanthropist Marcia Weisman 
and a group of artists sought  
WR�FRUUHFW�WKLV�RYHUVLJKW�DQG�
enlisted the support of the  
WKHQ�PD\RU��7RP�%UDGOH\�
7KH�FLW\�SOHGJHG�WR�VXSSRUW� 

a museum if it could raise an 
endowment of at least US$10 
PLOOLRQ��(OL�%URDG��WKH�IRXQGLQJ�
chairman, led the campaign  
WKDW�UDLVHG�86����PLOOLRQ��

A former police warehouse  
LQ�/LWWOH�7RN\R�ZDV�UHQRYDWHG� 
E\�)UDQN�*HKU\�DQG�RSHQHG� 
DV�7HPSRUDU\�&RQWHPSRUDU\� 
LQ�������1RZ�FDOOHG�7KH�*HŲHQ�
&RQWHPSRUDU\��DW�WKH�0XVHXP� 
RI�&RQWHPSRUDU\�$UW��LW�LV�RQH�RI�
three MoCA locations and an 
ideal stage for large-scale works 
VXFK�DV�0DWWKHZ�%DUQH\·V�River 
of Fundament��6HSWHPEHU���� 
-DQXDU\������������7KH�ÀOPLF�
XQGHUWDNLQJ�LQVSLUHG�E\�1RUPDQ�
Mailer’s Ancient Evenings includes 
drawings, photographs and 14 

B L U M  &  P O E 
 blumandpoe.com

Timothy Blum and Jeffrey Poe 
founded their LA gallery in 1994 
and, in 2014, opened a branch  
in Tokyo – Blum had previously 
spent four years working in 
Japan and the gallery has 
fostered relationships with 
artists there. Their client roster 
includes Japanese artists Takashi 
Murakami and Yoshitomo Nara, 
as well as Sam Durant, Mark 
Grotjahn and Sharon Lockhart. 
Six years ago, Blum & Poe  
moved to a 2000-square- 
metre complex on La Cienega 
Boulevard, where Kazumi 
Nakamura’s works will show 
(September 11-October 24). 

Kazumi Nakamura’s
Scroll Painting 12 (2014)
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The Getty Center  
and Getty Villa

 getty.edu

RIDE a futuristic-looking tram 

up the Santa Monica Mountains 

to the Getty Center (below),  

a campus of white travertine-

clad modern buildings, named 

IRU�DQG�ÀQDQFHG�E\�RLO�PDJQDWH 
J. Paul Getty.

It took more than a decade  

to realise architect Richard 

Meier’s design, built high above 

sprawling Los Angeles. The  

site of the museum, foundation 

and conservation and research 

institutes is not only home to 

VRPH�RI�WKH�ÀQHVW�DUW�EXW�DOVR�
RŲHUV�XQREVWUXFWHG�YLHZV�RI�/$��
It’s open until 9pm on Saturdays 

so you can have a picnic while 

enjoying the sunset.

2QH�RI�\RXU�ÀUVW�SRUWV�RI� 
call should be Robert Irwin’s 

Central Garden, a glorious  

living sculpture where a maze  

RI�D]DOHDV�DSSHDUV�WR�ÁRDW�DERYH� 
a central pool that’s encircled  

by blazing poppies, fuzzy yellow 

kangaroo paws or fragrant 

Brazilian angel’s trumpets, 

depending on the season.

Up in the galleries, 

noteworthy pieces include  

the recently acquired Bust of 
Pope Paul V, 1621 by Bernini; 

Rembrandt Laughing, a self-

portrait by the Dutch master; 

and Van Gogh’s Irises, which late 

businessman Alan Bond bought 

at auction for US$53.9 million in 

1987. The Getty Center acquired  

the artwork in 1990, after Bond 

failed to repay the loan from 

Sotheby’s that had allowed  

him to make his purchase.

If you have time, visit the 

1974-built Getty Villa (right)  

LQ�3DFLÀF�3DOLVDGHV��OHVV�WKDQ� 
a 30-minute drive down Sunset 

Boulevard. This gem, sitting 

EHWZHHQ�WKH�3DFLÀF�2FHDQ�DQG�
the Santa Monica Mountains, 

displays more than 1200 Greek, 

Roman and Etruscan antiquities 

from a collection of 44,000 works 

and has blissful gardens (above)

designed in the ancient Roman 

style. Between September 10 

and October 3, the Euripides-

inspired Mojada: A Medea in  
Los Angeles will be performed  

in the villa’s amphitheatre.

Admission to the Getty 

Center and Getty Villa is free  

(an advance, timed-entry ticket 

is required for the villa).  

L A >< A R T
 laxart.org

The focus of the not-for-profit 
art institution LA><ART is 
contemporary art and 
experimental exhibitions.  
A recent move to Hollywood  
and the launch of a citywide art 
initiative called the Occasional 
coincides with the organisation’s 
10-year anniversary, which will  
be marked on November 16  
with a benefit.  

L A C E
 welcometolace.org

Founded in 1978 by a small group 
of artists, LACE (Los Angeles 
Contemporary Exhibitions) 
is a not-for-profit gallery that 
helped launch the careers of 
John Baldessari, Chris Burden, 
Barbara Kruger and Ed Ruscha. 
Rafa Esparza’s I Have Never Been 
Here Before will use around 5000 
adobe bricks to transform the 
normally stark-white space 
during its run (until September 
13). The gallery is on the 
Hollywood Walk of Fame.

Off-site preparation 
for Rafa Esparza’s 

work at LACE

A fabric cut-out  
sewn onto  

stretched canvas  
by Kate Costello


