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To be considered environmentally conscious, 
hotels have to do more than simply place a “reuse 
your towels” sign in the bathroom. Investing in 
renewable energy, switching to green vehicles, 
using energy efficient lighting, recycling greywater, 
and sourcing locally grown food are some of 
the ways they’re maximizing benefits to the 
environment.  With Earth Day in mind (it falls on 
Sunday, April 22 this year), we’ve rounded up five 
planet-friendly properties that are worth criss-
crossing the globe for—just don’t forget to offset 
your carbon footprint.

sIX sEnsEs FIJI, MAMAnUCA IsLAnDs
The newest property in the Six Senses portfolio 

opens on 14 April, 2018, on Malolo Island, part 
of the Mamanuca archipelago. Situated on a 
magnificently secluded bay, it luxuriates in golden 
sand beaches and sweeping ocean vistas—plus 
the 24-villa property harbors one of the southern 
hemisphere’s largest off-grid 100-percent solar 
installations using Tesla batteries to support the 
resort’s environmental sustainability policies. 
Any spill power from the grid is used for the 
desalination plant, and what’s more, the resort 
collects rainwater, has its own reverse osmosis 
plant and water refinery, and nurtures an organic 
vegetable garden with the ultimate goal of becoming 
self-sufficient in food and beverage. Native 
medicinal plants feature in treatments at the Six 
Senses Spa, located in the Wellness Village, which 
includes an elevated treetop yoga pavilion. It all 
sounds just so breathtaking—have we convinced 
you to pack your bags yet? sixsenses.com
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tERRAnEA REsoRt, soUtHERn CALIFoRnIA 
Perched on the Palos Verdes Peninsula 

overlooking the glorious Pacific Ocean, just a 
45-minute drive from Los Angeles, Terranea Resort 
blends into its surroundings, knitting nicely into its 
ethos of ecological sustainability. To protect this 
stretch of coveted Southern California coastline, 
the resort implements eco-friendly practices, from 
improving wildlife habitats to enhancing water 
quality to allowing guests access across 75 acres of 
natural landscape. During the hotel’s construction, 
about 45 mature trees, legacies of Marineland 
and more than 50 years old, were carefully boxed 
and then replanted throughout the site as a tribute 
to the area’s history. A series of wet ponds and 
vegetated wetland channels called Bioswales serve 
as a habitat for native birds. Here, wildlife watching 
is a given: the endangered El Segundo Blue 
Butterfly has been spotted, and tracking whales is a 
pastime as California Blue and Pacific gray whales 
migrate through waters within view nearly year-
round.  Several coin-operated telescopes are set 
along the coastal bluffs to spot whales, sea lions, 
and dolphins, with the proceeds going to non-profit 
environmental organizations including The Palos 
Verdes Land Conservancy, Marine Mammal Care 
Center, and Algalita Marine Research Foundation. 
terranea.com

ARkABA, soUtH AUstRALIA
I say “Australia,” you say “shrimp on the barbie,” 

“crazy critters,” or maybe “the Outback”. If you’re 
up for the latter, wide plains and rugged gorges, 
then just a few hours’ drive from Adelaide you’ll 
come across Arkaba in the Flinders Ranges 
Outback. A luxury homestead and wildlife 
conservancy, it was once a 60,000-acre sheep 
station that is now a habitat for threatened species 
of native flora and fauna.  The original layout of 
an 1850s homestead has been retained, featuring 
four guest rooms with a Coachman’s Cottage in 
the corner of the garden constituting a fifth. To dial 
back the luxury and experience the wilderness, join 
their walking safari through the Flinders Ranges 
National Park. Modeled on the traditional African 
safari, the Arkaba Walk is a three-day trek between 
remote camps and traverses Wilpena Pound, 
a natural amphitheater formed by 500 million 
years of erosion (or by two giant sleeping snakes, 
depending on whether you consult geologists or 
Aboriginal Adnyamathanha storytellers). Nights 
are spent in a swag, or comfy bedroll, under the 
stars, which means you’ll to be roused by either the 
sunrise or the sound of parrots, red-capped robins 
and yellow-throated mynah birds—depending on 
who or what wakes up first. To date, Arkaba has 
noticed a spike in the local population of kangaroos 
and emus, and its guides have reported sightings 
of the yellow-footed rock wallaby, considered a 
mascot for the conservancy. arkabaconservancy.
com
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JEAn-MICHEL CoUstEAU REsoRt FIJI 
One of the world’s first eco-luxury resorts, 

the pioneering Jean-Michel Cousteau Resort 
Fiji is guided foremost by consideration for the 
environment. Yes, it offers a spectacular setting 
overlooking Savusavu Bay and luxurious bures with 
all the trimmings— hammocks and chaise lounges 
on private decks—but conservation efforts chug 
along behind the scenes. For example, this was the 
first resort in Fiji to recycle paper and plastic and 
in the process, set up a recycling program for the 
entire town of Savusavu; its lagoon, resplendent 
with flowers, masquerades as a water reclamation 
plant; and those bures are built in the traditional 
Fijian style to reduce environmental impact and nix 
air-conditioning. A kitchen garden, abundant with 
herbs, spices, fruits and vegetables, provides the 
resort’s kitchen and bar with fresh produce. And 
taking care to protect marine life, the resort does 
not permit reef fish or threatened species when 
selecting seafood for its dining menus. In a brilliant 
move, the resort has established a coral farm to 
aid reef regeneration, utilizing local corals that 
have been broken naturally from the parent colony. 
fijiresort.com
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 H2HotEL HEALDsBURG 
Following the bushfires that blazed through 

it in October 2017, California wine country has 
emerged triumphant—meaning now is an excellent 
time to take to Sonoma. Should you do so, 
consider choosing h2hotel as your base: Located 
in charming Healdsburg— a pocket of excellent 
restaurants, cafes, wine tasting rooms, locally-
owned shops, and art galleries—this LEED-gold 
certified boutique hotel features enhancements 
and amenities including a living roof planted with 
succulents and artist Ned Kahn’s Spoon Fountain 
at the entry, which uses rainwater captured from 
above. guestrooms are outfitted with eco-friendly 
furnishings like sustainable bamboo floors and 
100% organic Egyptian cotton bed linens; they also 
come kitted with all-natural refillable bath products 
made from local, organic ingredients.  Soak in 
the solar-heated creek-side pool or peddle about 
historic Healdsburg Plaza on complimentary Dutch 
cruising bicycles. Upon first impression, you’d 
never guess that this eco-hotel was built on the site 
of a former gas station, but in a roundabout way, it 
makes a lot of sense.

h2hotel.com


