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A Cut Above 
the Rest

hotels to book

INSIGHT

BUSINESS

By Marina Kay

Traveling for business doesn’t mean staying 
at one-note hotels. The following properties fuse 
business facilities with a lifestyle approach to make 
work trips all the more enjoyable. We’ve even added 
a one-of-a-kind retreat for good measure. you can 
thank us later!

1 HOTEl BrOOklyN BrIDGE
Sweeping downtown new york City views give 

1 Hotel Brooklyn Bridge an edge over Manhattan 
hotels, but when it comes to business amenities, 
there’s more to this sustainable and tech-savvy 
property than meets the eye. Their Meaningful 
Meetings provide “specific programming designed 
to support desired results” and offer tailored 
catering to boot. Of the three meeting choices—
Creative, Focused, and Zen—we’re drawn to the 
latter, mostly because it sounds the most relaxing 
and comes with guided meditations to keep meetings 
stress-free. The hotel also provides access to its 
resident Meditation Leader Biet Simkin, who seeks 
to guide groups to a place of “equanimity and joy.” 
additionally, the lovely Bamford Haybarn Spa 
serves as a sanctuary if you’re in need of post-
conference-call pampering. 

1hotels.com/brooklyn-bridge

JW MArrIOTT CHICAGO
Speaking of spas, Chicago-bound business 

travellers with downtime should head to Spa 
at JW Chicago for a Tech relief Hand + arm 
Treatment, a service that targets the joints and 
ligaments in the hands and forearms with focus on 
the thumbs, wrists, and forearms where tension 
builds from constant texting, typing, and swiping 
on mobile devices. Broadly speaking, this luxurious 
hotel, situated in the Daniel Burnham-designed 
Continental & Commercial national Bank building, 
makes for an excellent base—it’s located in the 
heart of Chicago’s cultural and financial districts. 

marriott.com

Hotel Brooklyn. Photo: JAMES BAIGRIE

JWM Marriott Chicago. Photo: BARBARA KRAft
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OvOlO WOOllOOMOOlOO
This sleek hotel situated in a heritage-listed 

building on Sydney’s 100-year-old Finger Wharf is 
an example of exceptional reclamation. Gorgeous 
lofty interiors point to the pier’s industrial past—all 
wood and exposed beams—and a rectangular 
layout is configured beneath the stunning atrium. 
Meeting spaces include the Glam-a-rama room 
and the Lo Lounge, complete with seating nooks 
for casual meetings over coffee, cabanas by a 
24-hour pool, and a billiards table. The best part: 
american chef Matthew Kenney, a leader in plant-
based cuisine, recently launched his first australian 
concept here. Called alibi, it serves inventive vegan 
dishes and creative cocktails similar to those 
offered in his Venice Beach spot, Plant Food + Wine. 
Dishes ranges from kimchi dumplings to pizza with 
cashew-based cheese to kelp noodle cacio e pepe. 
Bring on the work lunch, and dinner, and drinks. 

slh.com/ovolo

MODErN HOTEl HONOlUlU
Forget island kitsch and tropical frills. The 

Modern Honolulu is hip Hawaiian chic, and resides 
within a revamped mid-century building located 
at the less-touristy end of Waikiki Beach. That’s 
a plus given it is the closest luxury hotel to the 
Hawaii Convention Center, with a location that’s 
easy walking distance from both Waikiki Beach 
and downtown Honolulu. The Four-Diamond hotel 
configures more than 20,000 square feet of flexible 
meeting space, including a 9,200-square-foot 
ballroom, one of the largest in Oahu. Even so, the 
outdoor Sunset pool and bar overlooking the Pacific 
Ocean and city skyline feel delightfully private. 

themodernhonolulu.com

Ovolo, Woolloomooloo Ovolo, Woolloomooloo

Ovolo, Woolloomooloo

Sun Suite, The Modern Honolulu

Studio dining area, The Modern Honolulu
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THE NED lONDON
Those familiar with Soho House will understand 

the concept behind The ned, a collaboration 
between the London-based members’ clubs 
groupand new york’s Sydell Group. Set within 
the former Midland Bank building, designed by 
Sir Edwin ‘ned’ Lutyens in 1924, it includes 250 
guest rooms, 10 restaurants, men’s and women’s 
grooming services and ned’s Club, where members 
and hotel guests have access to a rooftop pool, 
gym, spa, hammam, and the late-night bar and 
lounge housed inthe bank’s original vault (perfect 
for “money meetings”).For more spacious 
surroundings, eight different restaurants—
separated by 92 verdite columns and rows of 
walnut banking counters—sit among The ned’s 
historic 3,000-square-metre former banking hall. 
Meanwhile, a heated pool and roof bar overlook 
London town, with two converted domes offering 
outdoor terraces for eating and drinking. Guests 
staying overnight can expect rooms decorated 
in 1920s and 1930s design; all chandeliers, 
vintage pieces, hand-knotted rugs, and brass and 
mahogany furniture. 

thened.com

MANDArIN OrIENTAl TOkyO
Here you’ll have everything required of a top-

class hotel: a fantastic location in the heart of the 
city, in nihonbashi; sensational views overlooking 
the imperial Palace Garden and Tokyo Skytree 
tower; Michelin-starred restaurants; luxurious 
suites; a sky-high spa; and of course, business 
and conference facilities. With its clean lines fused 
with Japanese design touches, the hotel’s tranquil 
private chapel offers a bit of a twist. it doubles as 
a venue for creative events, utilizing colour-effect 
lighting, superb acoustics, and a stage surrounded 
by flowing water. 

mandarinoriental.com

INSIGHT

Mandarin Oriental, tokyo tokyo Cityscape

Mandarin Oriental, tokyo

Mandarin Oriental, tokyo
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kOkOMO ISlAND FIJI
Kokomo island isn’t a business hotel, but it 

does make for an ideal business retreat for 
groups aiming to disconnect from technology and 
reconnect with nature. Envisioned by renowned 
australian property developer Lang Walker, the 
property was designed with an eco-conscious 
mindset and combines tradition and luxury 
with wellness and a genuine concern for the 
environment. it’s also a transformative experience 
for those looking to immerse themselves in a new 
culture and learn about Fijian customs firsthand. 
There’s nothing rote about potential team-building 
activities and exercises here, which might include 
diving with sharks, snorkeling, hiking, kayaking 
around the island, discovering underwater caves, 
and working with the island’s on-site marine 
biologist to lend a hand with coral preservation for 
the Great astrolabe reef. There’s also the yaukuve 
Spa Sanctuary, ensconced in a lush, tropical 
garden; a chef’s kitchen for meals embracing 
the land to table concept thanks to a 2.2 hectare 
farm home to local fruits, herbs, and vegetables 
(pineapples, sweet basil, zucchini), a vanilla 
plantation, 170 free range chickens, and beehives, 
buzzing with an italian cross-breed of bees that 
produce a rich, local honey. an island buy-out 
of five residences and 21 villas with a maximum 
capacity for up to 140 guestsis available for USD 
$130,000.00. 

kokomoislandfiji.com Kokomo Island, arrival jetty

Kokomo Island, Beach Shack Kokomo Island, Beachside villa


