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Plan Your Magical Time at
PARK

By Marina Kay

For some, going to Disneyland is an annual 
pilgrimage; for others it’s a once in a lifetime event. 
The best thing about the happiest place on Earth is 
that no matter when you visit, your experience will 
be unique. This doesn’t mean, however, that we can’t 
share a few tips to help get the most out of your 
trip. Keep the following list handy when visiting Walt 
Disney’s original theme park.

1. Disneyland, open since 1955, is located in 
anaheim, about an hours’ drive from Los angeles. 
Today it’s made up of the original theme park, 
Disney California adventure, Downtown Disney 
District and three Disney hotels, plus plenty of 
shopping and dining.

2. The benefits of staying at a Disneyland resort 
hotel are numerous—proximity to the parks; 
extra Magic Hours— but one of the best perks is 
character dining. Mickey Mouse visits the PCH Grill 
at Disney’s Paradise Pier Hotel, Goofy’s Kitchen 
dishes breakfast and dinner at the Disneyland Hotel, 
and Chip ‘n Dale greet guests at Storytellers Café 
in Disney’s Grand Californian Hotel & Spa. Hotel 
guests receive preferred seating and reservations 
are recommended.

3. For accommodation and merchandise deals, 
check out disneyland.disney.go.com/offers-
discounts

4. The best ticket to purchase is the Park Hopper as 
it means you’re not restricted to one theme park, 
and can hop between the two.
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5. Purchasing a 3+ day ticket grants you one Magic Morning early 
admission, meaning on select days you get to enjoy one full hour in the park 
before it opens to the general public. Early morning admission times are 
noted on the Disneyland Park schedule.

6. if you’re traveling to the park for the day by car, make sure to note in 
which lot, level, and section you parked, and also where you entered the 
park. This will save a lot of hassle when finding the right exit!

7. if you’re averse to crowds, avoid Disneyland on Saturdays, around 
Christmas through new year’s Day, the weeks before and during Easter, 
and american summer—that is, July through 3 September (Labour Day).

8.  rainy days tend to be less crowded, which could mean more 
opportunities to visit your favorite rides and attractions.

9. Celebrating your birthday in Disneyland? Then don’t forget to collect your 
complimentary birthday button (badge) at City Hall on Main Street, U.S.a. in 
Disneyland or at Guest Services in Disney California adventure. 

10. you do have to plan months ahead to catch annual special events. 
Halloween Time at the Disneyland resort takes place from 7 September 
through 31 October, when both Disneyland and Disney California adventure 
parks are transformed with special attraction overlays, themed décor, 
seasonal treats, plus spooky costumed characters. Mickey’s Halloween 
Party is popular so book ahead. The 2018 dates are 19, 21, 24, 26 and 28 
September, 2, 5, 9, 12, 16, 19, 23, 26, 29 and 31 October. Check out the 
Disney Park Blog for the most up-to-date information.

11. What was once Disneyland California adventure’s Twilight Zone Tower of 
Terror is now Guardians of the Galaxy and during Halloween Time it hosts 
an exclusive Monsters after Dark adventure. 

12. What is a FastPass? Basically, this option saves your waiting in line 
for attractions. Simply head over to the FastPass booth located near the 
entrance of your chosen attraction, pop your park ticket into the machine, 
and return during the window of time specified on the receipt. When you 
come back, head directly to the FastPass line—it moves swiftly. Otherwise, 
stand-by lines for popular attractions can have up to a 120 min. wait.

13. There’s also the Disney MaxPass, which costs $10 per day and saves 
time in line by allowing you to make FastPass selections on your mobile 
using the Disneyland app while you’re in the parks. it’s worthwhile 
purchasing if you want to make the best use of your time and visit as many 
popular attractions as possible.

14. Download the Disneyland Mobile app to not only buy tickets and use 
FastPass, but check wait times, make dining reservations, browse maps, 
view Disney PhotoPass, see restaurant menus and locate your favourite 
characters.

15. See disneyland.com to check out times of shows and parades. Perhaps 
plan one day around “Pixar Paint the night Parade” at Disney California 
adventure, and another around “Together Forever: a Pixar nighttime 
Spectacular” at Disneyland. 

16. Staying within walking distance of Disneyland resort means you can 
spend mornings at the parks, head back to the hotel for a nap, swim, and 
lunch, and return for the evening’s festivities. Just make sure to note 
whether you need a stamp upon exiting so that you can return to the parks 
with ease.

17. Disneyland offers some interesting guided tours around the park. 
“Walk in Walt’s Disneyland Footsteps” shares what inspired Walt Disney to 
create the original theme park and Magic Kingdom. There’s also a Disney’s 
Happiest Haunts Tour, Disney California adventure Food & Wine Festival, 
and Disneyland resort ViP Tours. These may carry an additional cost, so 
check for details online.

18. Star Wars: Galaxy’s Edge is one of Disneyland’s most anticipated new 
themed sections. it’s scheduled to open in late summer 2019. The timing 
of California adventure’s Marvel Land is still TBD, but its Pixar Pier and 
incredicoaster are up and running.

19. We asked Disneyland Destinations’ norma E. Perez for her park 
must-sees. Here’s what she said: “My personal opinion, the must-see for 
international guests is everything! But if i had to choose…: 

DISNEYLAND 
MUST EXPERIENCE: indiana Jones adventure, Jungle Cruise, Splash 
Mountain, Big Thunder, Pirates of the Caribbean, Haunted Mansion, autopia, 
Buzz Lightyear astro Blasters, Finding nemo Submarine Voyage, Space 
Mountain, Star Tours and the classics alice in Wonderland, Dumbo the 
Flying Elephant, Peter Pan’s Flight, Mad Tea Party and Snow White’s Scary 
adventure. 

MUST SEE: Pixar Play Parade, Mickey Magical Map, Fantasmic! and 
Together Forever: a Pixar nighttime Spectacular Fireworks.

DISNEY CALIfoRNIA ADvENTURE
MUST EXPERIENCE: Mater’s Junkyard Jamboree, radiator Springs 
racers, Grizzly river run, Soarin’ around the World, Guardians of the 
Galaxy – Mission: BrEaKOUT!, incredicoaster (coming Summer 2018) Toy 
Story Midway Mania! 

MUST SEE: Frozen – Live at the Hyperion, Paint the night Parade.”

20. Fun food fact: Doritos were invented at Disneyland!


