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Markets Around 
the World

WORLD

By Marina Kay 

‘Tis the season to be merry… and go shopping! 
The festive season is a beautiful one as the global 
collective shares in the spirit of giving. Whether 
you’re set to relax by the beach in sunny Australia 
or drink mulled wine in snowy Austria, expect plenty 
of good times while gift shopping under the glow of 
holiday lights. 

GErMAny & AusTriA
Germany welcomes millions of visitors during 

the holiday season—no other place showcases 
Christmas markets quite like it. Having originated 
there in the 14th century, today hundreds of them 
are dotted around the country, from Bavaria’s 
famous historic nuremberg Christkindlesmarkt, 
which draws over two million visitors each year, 
to Munich’s Christmas Market, presided over 
by a glorious tree in magical Marienplatz, to 
Berlin’s Weinachtszeit, located at the city’s lively 
alexanderplatz. Proving popular are end-of-year 
river cruises offering tours of European Christmas 
markets “brimming with delightful hand-carved 
toys and ornaments with warm, spicy glühwein as 
the aroma of chestnuts and gingerbread fills the 
crisp air.” Viking river Cruises’ 8-day romantic 
Danube itinerary sails from Budapest to austria’s 
Vienna and Krems, and Germany’s Passau, 
regensburg, and nuremberg. you could also board 
ama Waterways’ 7-night Magical Christmas Market 
cruise from nuremberg to regensburg (Thurn 
and Taxis royal Christmas Market), Passau, Linz, 
Salzburg, and Vienna—home to the Town Hall, and 
Schönbrunn Christmas markets. 

sinGApOrE
Singapore averages 29-degree Celsius days in 

December, but that hardly stops the island city-
state from putting on a winter-inspired festive 
extravaganza. The annual Christmas Wonderland 
(from 1 Dec 2018), set at Gardens by the Bay, has 
hosted three million visitors since its debut in 2014. 
Commanding an area the size of five football fields, 
the festivities feature light sculptures, asia’s tallest 
Christmas tree standing at 13 metres, magnificent 
Supertrees, snowfall during Blizzard Time, carnival 
games, carousel rides, ice skating, and festive 
markets inspired by those in Hyde Park London and 
Champs-Élysées in Paris.

CHrisTMAs

Christmas Wonderland at Gardens by the Bay, Singapore
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pAris
Speaking of the Champs-Élysées Christmas Market, it has been renamed 

and relocated following a dispute between the main organizer and Paris 
City Hall that resulted in its being cancelled last year. Drawing 15 million 
visitors annually, it returns as “Magic of Christmas Market” (starts 18 nov 
2018 through 9 Jan 2019) at a new home in the Tuileries Gardens, located in 
front of the Louvre. While you’re strolling the City of Lights, consider a visit 
to Champs de Mars Christmas Market (from 15 Dec 2018) and Bir Hakeim 
Christmas Market (from 20 Dec 2018) around the Eiffel Tower, Christmas 
Market at notre Dame Cathedral (from 15 Dec 2018), and Saint-Germain-
des-Prés Christmas Market (1 Dec 2018), made up of over 30 chalets selling 
Christmas ornaments, local crafts, and regional produce. The Printemps 
Haussmann, Galeries Lafayette, Bon Marche rive Gauche, and BHV Marais 
department store holiday window displays are always a treat, adorned with 
festive decorations, Christmas trees, and animated figures.

LOnDOn
When it snows, it feels like a lot like Christmas, especially in picturesque 

London. Home to holiday markets aplenty, the city provides over 99 reasons 
to visit every weekend through January 2019. Winter Market at Southbank 
Centre (from 9 nov. 2018) specializes in excellent food, from cheese 
boards to mince pies; Christmas by the river at London Bridge (from 30 
nov. 2018) lines 68 stalls alongside gorgeous views of Tower Bridge, The 
Tower of London, and London town; Christmas in Leicester Square (9 nov 
2018) transforms into a haven of 25 stalls brimming with handcrafted gifts 
and festive fare; and Greenwich Wintertime Festival, set in the Old royal 
naval College, is a great place to spend a day ice skating, shopping for 
designer brands and stocking stuffers, and enjoying artisan foods. Winter 
Wonderland, one of the biggest city Christmas markets, returns to Hyde 
Park, where you can browse its 200 wooden cabins of handcrafted gifts 
and jewelry before watching one of the market’s Christmas shows.

HOnG KOnG
always glamorous, Hong Kong shines even more brightly during the 

holidays. During WinterFest, the city is aglow as dozens of buildings along 
Victoria Harbour partake in a choreographed light show with Christmas 
decorations. The Pulse 3D Light Show at the Clock Tower Plaza near the 

Star Ferry in Tsim Sha Tsui draws crowds for its lasers, 3D projection 
mapping, music, and sound effects. Take a town “lights” tour, stopping 
at the Statue Square Christmas Tree, Harbour City, Pacific Place, and 
Times Square. if you’re keen to visit a theme park, Hong Kong Disneyland 
resort hosts its Christmas Celebration including Mickey and Friends at 
their Christmastime Ball and Evening Magical Twilight Snowfall, with the 
festivities carrying over to elaborately decorated on-site hotels. 

nEw yOrK CiTy
in the weeks leading up to Christmas, visitors and locals flock to 

rockefeller Centre for the Christmas Tree lighting ceremony (28 nov 2018), 
and later, to view department stores’ holiday windows. it’s a new york 
tradition to see the elaborate displays at Macy’s 34th Street Herald Square 
and those along Fifth avenue, at Lord & Taylor, Saks Fifth avenue, Henri 
Bendel, Bergdorf Goodman, Tiffany & Co., and Bloomingdale’s. For quirky, 
handmade, and one-of-a-kind gifts, shop with a warm pretzel in hand at the 
outdoor Holiday Shops at Winter Village at Bryant Park (you might even go 
ice skating in between booth hopping), Columbus Circle Holiday Market, and 
Union Square Holiday Market. Because the latter is situated on 14th Street, 
you might also visit nearby City Bakery for a delicious hot chocolate topped 
with a fluffy white marshmallow! Take the subway to 42nd Street, where, 
in beautiful Grand Central Station, Vanderbilt Hall hosts The Grand Central 
Holiday Fair (starts 12 nov 2018), renowned for its american-made and 
locally sourced products. 

syDnEy
Carriageworks Christmas Farmers Market in Eveleigh has become a 

staple for last-minute yuletide trimmings. Taking place a few days before 
Christmas, it offers over 100 stalls of seasonal produce and gifts by vendors 
including Billy Kwong, Cicada Chocolate, Freeman Vineyards, La Tartine 
Bakery, and Wanaka Orchard. Christmas carols ring throughout as visitors 
stop at stalls abundant with seafood, cheeses, fruits, vegetables, jams, 
wines, and chocolates as well as cooking-related gifts including handmade 
textiles and ceramics, cooking utensils, and cookbooks.

Hong Kong Harbour lights up with magnificent fireworks each New Year. PHOTO Feroz Khalil


