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Life’s too short to simply fill up a bucket list. Make 2019 the year of adventure 
and experience all that makes this world fascinating. We’ve rounded up a few 
inspiring ideas to get your trip planning underway.

HElicopTERiNg oVER THE gRAND cANyoN 
Seeing the Grand Canyon from the South rim is one thing, but flying over 

it before landing 4,000 feet below is another. Channel your inner 007, gear 
up, and hop on a helicopter to soar over Hoover Dam, Grand Wash Cliffs, 
and Grand Canyon West before landing at the bottom of the natural wonder 
alongside a stretch of the Colorado river. For the ultimate James Bond 
experience, aerial sightseeing company Papillon sets up a champagne picnic 
on a private plateau for your enjoyment. not least, tours depart from viva 
Las Vegas. 

papillon.com

JET BoATiNg oN FiJi’s sigATokA RiVER
Sigatoka, a town located about 61 kilometres from nadi, is nestled at the 

mouth of the mighty Sigatoka river that stretches some 120 kms to the Pacific 
Ocean. Water levels fluctuate during the wet season, which might be the 
best time to board the Sigatoka river Safari. Under tropical rains, you’ll tear 

down the waterway in a jet boat and see  how it serves as a lifeline for Fijian 
communities, all while listening to the captain and guide share stories about 
the region’s history and cannibal past. alighting in a village—the company 
works with 17, including Draiba, Keiyasi, and navula—your group will be 
welcomed with a delicious Fijian lunch, traditional dancing, and of course, a 
kava ceremony. 

sigatokariver.com

spoTTiNg komoDo DRAgoNs iN iNDoNEsiA
imagine a giant lizard, weighing about 70 kilos, with serrated teeth, a yellow 

forked tongue, and venomous bite – that’s a Komodo dragon. residing on 
the indonesian islands of rinca, Padar, Flores, and Komodo, these hunters 
are themselves hunted by dragon enthusiasts. Those not faint of heart might 
consider a 3-day Komodo adventure Tour that travels from Bali to Labuan 
Bajo, before sailing to Menjerite, and continuing to rinca island, where the 
carnivorous komodo dragons are spotted. There, and on Komodo island, 
you’ll also see buffalo, monkeys, snakes—all part of the komodo dragon diet. 
The trip also includes snorkeling at Pink Beach and swimming side by side 
with manta rays at Manta Point, otherwise known as Makassar reefs. Be 
courageous; 

see dragonislandtours.com
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VolcANo TREkkiNg iN AmBRym, VANUATU
Volcanoes belching red-hot lava and plumes of ash and smoke—glimpse 

the centre of the earth in Vanuatu. ambrym island is known for its sorcery, 
unique traditions, and volcanoes, and you can partake in them firsthand on 
an overnight camping trip. after setting up base on an ash plane, rise bright 
and early the next day to hike across a moonscape and up to the crater’s 
edge that overlooks the bubbling cauldron of Mount Benbow. accompanied 
by active lava pit sounds, heard from the outer crater, this phenomenon has 
all the makings of a spectacular 4D movie. 

Customise a tour with discovervanuatu.com.au 

ABsEiliNg loNDoN’s ARcEloRmiTTAl oRBiT
What’s The arcelor Mittal Orbit, you ask? it’s the United Kingdom’s tallest 

sculpture, 115 metres high, complete with an observation tower, located in 
London’s Queen Elizabeth Park. Created by sculptor Sir anish Kapoor and 
engineer Cecil Belmond, its playful swirling design is an enduring symbol of 
the London 2012 Games—and you can abseil it. Stepping over the edge at 80 
metres above the ground, you freefall while enjoying panoramic views of one 
of the beautiful cities in the world—if you can keep your wits about you, that is. 
The 32-km vista takes in London landmarks including The Gherkin, St. Pauls, 
Canary Wharf, and Wembley Stadium. Wire & Sky uses a triplicate safety 
system, so all is set for your arrival. you just have to show up. 

arcelormittalorbit.com

RUNNiNg THE gREAT WAll oF cHiNA 
Since 1999, avid runners from over 50 nations have congregated at the 

Great Wall of China to tackle challenging tests of endurance. The Great Wall 
Marathon offers three distances—an 8.5km Fun run, a 21.1km half marathon, 
and 42.2km full marathon—which start from yin and yang square in the old 
Huangyaguan fortress that leads to the Great Wall entrance. Expect plenty of 

steps before scaling the wall itself and ascending the steep “Goat Track”. you’ll 
pass villages and farmland, cross rivers and bridges, too, before conquering 
the Great Wall from west to east. at the end of the approximately 8-hour feat, 
you’ll have climbed 5,164 steps. 

Sign up for the May 2019 event on great-wall-marathon.com and start 
training. 

cAmEl RiDiNg iN THE AUsTRAliAN oUTBAck
To see the australian outback, do as the pioneers did and cross the vast 

distances by camel. These ‘ships of the desert’ traverse sacred terrain that 
includes the most magnificent wonders: Uluru and ancient rock formations of 
Kata Tjuta (also known as the Olgas). Listen up though because on the Uluru 
Camel Express Sunrise/Sunset Tour you’ll be learning about the red Centre’s 
wildlife and ecology as well. 

Book on tripadvisor.com.au

DiViNg THE TiTANic
For James Cameron-level adventure and a once-in-a-lifetime experience, 

explorers now have the opportunity to rediscover the most famous shipwreck 
in history. in fact, far fewer people have visited the submerged Titanic than 
those who have been to space or summited Mt. Everest. in June 2019, from 
the coast of newfoundland, Canada, OceanGate Expeditions will lead 10-day 
missions with nine adventurers at a time for a deep-dive discovery of the 
ocean liner. it’s been over 100 years since the rMS Titanic collided with an 
iceberg four days into her maiden voyage from Southampton, England, to 
new york City. now, resting 4,000 metres deep at the bottom of the atlantic 
Ocean, the shipwreck will be reached in a specially designed titanium and 
carbon fibre submersible that will glide over the ship’s deck and famous 
grand staircase. it doesn’t get more adventurous than that. 

For more information, contact elizabeth@bluemarbleprivate.com.


